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My Family. My Story.

Our best hope is for parents to love and care for their children and to raise them in a happy, healthy home.
However, fami[y crisis sometimes requires children to be p[aced with relatives or other meaningﬁt[ adults in their

lives. This type of arrangement is commonly referred to as “kinship care.”

Accovd'mg to a national statistic fvom the Annie E. Casey Foundation, 1 in 11 children live with a relative or
signiﬁcant adult at some point befove turning 18. In 2018 in 1daho, there were 10,574 grandpavents respons ible for
their grandchildren younger than 18 years old. This does not account fov the thousands of children [iving with

relatives informa”y.

The My Fami[y. My Story. Art Contest’s purpose has been twofo[d: to recognize the contributions of kinship care
pvoviders and to provide the children who participate an opportunity to fee[ connected with other children in
similar situations. This year we expanded the contest to include expressions from kinship caregivers and

additionally, community partners paying tribute to and honoring families they work alongside.

The fo“owing poems, essays, dVaw'mgs and other works cy(‘ art are the expressions of children and k'mship

caregivers who were p[aced in diﬁicu[t circumstances yet have the Vesiﬁency to share their experiences with others.

We are also pvoud to highﬁght the inspivaﬁona[ expressions by community supporters in honor of ldaho’s

kinship children and famiﬁes.

These are their families and their stories.




My Family. My Story.

R

Table of Contents

= B

Introduction
Entries 6-25
Special Thanks 26




Winner~ Uneike Age 13
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Kincare guardians
Thank you for your Service.... yes, | call it that...what you do is a service!
Day in and day out, the love, care and guidance to your expanded family.
Every year is hard but this year, oh my.
When the kids did not return to school the challenges mounted.
The broken routine, three meals and day, and restrictions on maintaining friendships.
No internet in the home, no laptop or tablet, not knowing who or what to ask for.
It was hard for all families, but some families are generationally electronically challenged.

These families took on this challenge and persevered.

| have two teachers in my family and | was told; These were the families that answered the

phone.
That attended appointments, that picked up and returned the school packets.
Bravo to You! You made lemonade from the lemon. A job well done kincare families.

~Barb




Winner~ Hayden Age14

My Family, My Story

Before when | looked down, | would see,
Brambles and thorns
Tearing away at my feet.
Throughout life, you will find,
we’ll just sometimes close our minds.
But, do not trouble or be dismayed.
There are good days on the way.
When you look beyond the norm,
You'll find you need not to conform.
They were there when | needed
Them most. This is something that
| will boast. That was before, and
This is now,

That’s my life, My story.

-Hayden
14 Yrs.




Belinda Age8




The Latin Proverb says, “From our ancestors comes our name but our virtues

come honors”

Kinship families are the embodiment of unconditional love, the negatives

outweigh the positives. They see the changes of stability and love and absolutely
love them, they would walk to the end of the earth for their kids and the
alternatives are the unthinkable. ~Lindsay




For the past 8 years | have had a privilege to live with & be loved by Chad &
Jennifer. Before they came into my life all | knew was the type of parents
that did drugs and left days on end to get high. | didn’t think | would be able
to finish school but they made it possible. My father walked out awhile ago,
life went downbhill from there. | didn’t think | would be able to trust anyone
ever again. | am now a junior in high school & doing better than ever. |
wish there was a way for me to pay them back. What I’'m trying to say is
without Chad | wouldn’t know what fatherly love feels like. Thanks to Chad
& Jennifer | am not scared to open my heart to people
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Families,

It 1s an honor to be a part of an agency that walks beside kinship

families i their journey to support our community’s children. It

might not have been what they were envisioning, but it 1s amazing

to see the positive impact they have on children.

Forever Grateful,

Sara




Sammie Ageg




Forest E. Witcraft TEACHER, SCHOLAR

“A hundred years from now it will not
matter what my bank account was,
the sort of house | lived in, or the kind
of car | drove... but the world may be
different because | was important in
the life of a child.”




Alexis Age 15
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Journey,




| am in awe of the kinship families |
work with: These families show

boundless love, open hearts and prevail

despite challenge and the unknown-

You inspire me, thank you for all you

do!




Devin Age: unknown
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Winner~ Jet Age8

Spending time together

What it’s like living with my
grandma and grandpa it has been
cool. Sometimes we played board
games, we picked raspberries. We
ate taco burgers, steak spaghetti
corn on the cob and watermelon.
We went to fun places and took a
bunch of photos and made it into a
blanket. Some days we took walks
and sat and talked and ate lunch
together. | like having a bed! We
did work. We danced in the
kitchen.




— Karlee Agei4
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Anna~ kinship grandma
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According to a national statistic ﬁfom the Annie E.

Casey Foundation, 1 in 11 children live with a
relative or signiﬁcant adult at some point ioefore

twning 18.




Region 4 Navigation

Y ONBRRINT
“STicAS My Netd




Winner Suzanne~ kinship grandma

YEAR IN THE LIFE WITH JULES AND JET
| e, SENE

plan to do

with your one
W wildand |

precious life?

They say that "a picture is worth a thousand words' Henrik Ebsen I believe that
""a picture shows a story of love, growth, fun, work- all things that make life a
blessing. Even amidst a pandemic we can still shine. " - Suzanne




Winner~ Linda ~ Community Supporter

Hello!

This writing is being submitted because | feel Aurora deserves recognition from the kinship community
for her role in stepping up to care for a non-biological child.

Aurora and | met when | was contacted to assist her with guardianship paperwork for an infant. The
child was the son of a friend of hers. Not a relative but a friend. Without hesitation Aurora said yes.

This young lady is still almost a child herself. She was a mere 21 years of age when we met in person and
had experienced more trauma in her short life than most of us experience in our entire lives. Since | am
the one writing this | am not going into all the details, however, her childhood was less than ideal and
she had just lost her fiancée to a horrible car accident August 24 of 2019. We met in May of 2020.

This amazing young woman has taken a child info her home and heart as if she gave birth to him. During
my many years as a kinship provider | have developed a sense of people. This young woman almost
instantly impressed me. Her great outlook, plans for the future, capacity to forgive, willingness to help
others and strength in the face of great adversity and sorrow are all wonderful qualities that usually
come later in life. She has them all.

The other thing that immensely impressed me was the infant in her care. He was just a little over a
month old when we met. Aurora has had him since birth. He was the perfect picture of a well-loved,
exceptionally well cared for child. All the little, often missed, signs of a happy, healthy, thriving child
were there,

These are the reasons | would like to see Aurora recognized for her love and care of this young boy. She
deserves acknowledgement for what she is doing. Far too often kinship care givers do not get that
recognition. They all deserve it. | picked Aurora because she needs people in her corner who know what
an amazing thing she is doing.




Thank you for your
participation, support and
expressions honoring
Idaho’s kinship families.

*Special thanks to Caly Klein for special quotes
artwork.







